
W H O  I S  A  R E F U G E E ?
A refugee is a person who has fled their country of origin due to a well-founded fear
of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular
social group, or political opinion.

R E F U G E E  S P O N S O R S H I P :R E F U G E E  S P O N S O R S H I P :

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E DF R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D

Q U E S T I O N SQ U E S T I O N S   

The Anglican Diocese of Toronto and the Anglican United Refugee Alliance
(AURA) share a Private Refugee Sponsorship Agreement with the Canadian
government. This agreement allows your parish to sponsor refugees and welcome
them into your communities and AURA will support you through the process.

W H A T  I S  R E S E T T L E M E N T ?
Many refugees flee to countries where they do not have rights and freedoms.
Resettlement is when a refugee is granted permission to establish themselves
permanently in a third country, because they cannot stay where they are and they
cannot return to their country of origin. For the refugees sponsored by AURA,
resettlement is their only option for a safe future.

H O W  C A N  O U R  P A R I S H  M A K E  A  D I F F E R E N C E ?
Your parish can form a refugee sponsorship group and sponsor a refugee individual or
family for resettlement to Canada. AURA will help you navigate the process.

H O W  M U C H  M O N E Y  D O  W E  N E E D  T O  R A I S E ?
Sponsors must provide financial support for 1 year from the refugees' arrival in Canada.
Fundraising needs vary based on the cost of living, in-kind donations, family size and
type of sponsorship application. Sometimes parishes partner with families here who
provide some or all of the funds.  Here are some examples of total funds needed: 
Sponsor-identified (Named) Sponsorships: Single person: $20,000, Family of 5: $45,000. 
Blended Visa-Office Referred Sponsorships: Single person: $14,000, Family of 5: $35,000.

H O W  L O N G  D O E S  T H E  P R O C E S S  T A K E ?
It usually takes AURA and sponsors a few months to prepare a refugee application.
After submission, it usually takes about 2 years for the Government of Canada to
process a Sponsor-identified (Named) application. Refugees sponsored through the
Blended Visa-Office Referred (BVOR) program have already been accepted to Canada,
and usually arrive 2-4 months after being matched with a sponsor group. The
sponsorship period lasts 1 year from arrival. 
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O U R  P A R I S H  W A N T S  T O  H E L P ,  B U T  W E  H A V E
L I M I T E D  R E S O U R C E S .  W H A T  C A N  W E  D O ?
Partner with another parish or a group of parishes to sponsor together. Help facilitate a
sponsorship in which a family or community group provide most of the required
supports. Fundraise for something specific (e.g. one refugee's travel to Canada) or
connect with a family that is already here. Donate to AURA or another sponsorship.
Contact AURA to learn more.

Do you have any questions? 
Please reach out to Marin or Alex at AURA.



“ I t  i s  a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  s o m e o n e ’ s  n e w  b e g i n n i n g . ”“ I t  i s  a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  s o m e o n e ’ s  n e w  b e g i n n i n g . ”
                                                                                                                                                                                          - H e n r y ,  R e f u g e e  S p o n s o r- H e n r y ,  R e f u g e e  S p o n s o r

“ I t  h a s  b e e n  m y  b i g g e s t  p r a y e r  t h a t  m y  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e“ I t  h a s  b e e n  m y  b i g g e s t  p r a y e r  t h a t  m y  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e
t h e  l i f e  t h a t  I  w e n t  t h r o u g h . ”t h e  l i f e  t h a t  I  w e n t  t h r o u g h . ”
                                                                                                                      - S a r a h ,  S p o n s o r e d  N e w c o m e r- S a r a h ,  S p o n s o r e d  N e w c o m e r

“ T h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  h a s  b e e n  w i t h o u t  a  d o u b t  t h e  m o s t“ T h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  h a s  b e e n  w i t h o u t  a  d o u b t  t h e  m o s t     v a l u a b l ev a l u a b l e
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m y  l i f e . ”e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m y  l i f e . ”
                                                                                                - S t a n ,  R e f u g e e  S p o n s o r- S t a n ,  R e f u g e e  S p o n s o r

" T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  m o s t  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  w o r k  w a s" T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  m o s t  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  w o r k  w a s
n o t  i n  o u r  h e l p i n g  t h e m .  R a t h e r ,  i t  w a s  t h e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o f  o u r  o w nn o t  i n  o u r  h e l p i n g  t h e m .  R a t h e r ,  i t  w a s  t h e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o f  o u r  o w n
h e a r t s .  I t  w a s  i n  l e a r n i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  f a c e  o f  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h eh e a r t s .  I t  w a s  i n  l e a r n i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  f a c e  o f  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e
o n e  w h o  w a s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  u s . "o n e  w h o  w a s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  u s . "
                                                                                - T h e n  B i s h o p  L i n d a  N i c h o l l s ,  T h e  A n g l i c a n ,  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 6- T h e n  B i s h o p  L i n d a  N i c h o l l s ,  T h e  A n g l i c a n ,  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 6

“ N o  o n e  p u t s  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  b o a t  u n l e s s  t h e  w a t e r  i s  s a f e r  t h a n“ N o  o n e  p u t s  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  b o a t  u n l e s s  t h e  w a t e r  i s  s a f e r  t h a n
t h e  l a n d . ”t h e  l a n d . ”
                                          - W a r s a n  S h i r e- W a r s a n  S h i r e

“ R e f u g e e s  a r e  m o t h e r s ,  f a t h e r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  b r o t h e r s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  w i t h“ R e f u g e e s  a r e  m o t h e r s ,  f a t h e r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  b r o t h e r s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  w i t h
t h e  s a m e  h o p e s  a n d  a m b i t i o n s  a s  u s — e x c e p t  t h a t  a  t w i s t  o f  f a t et h e  s a m e  h o p e s  a n d  a m b i t i o n s  a s  u s — e x c e p t  t h a t  a  t w i s t  o f  f a t e
h a s  b o u n d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a  g l o b a l  r e f u g e e  c r i s i s  o n  a nh a s  b o u n d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a  g l o b a l  r e f u g e e  c r i s i s  o n  a n
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  s c a l e . ”u n p r e c e d e n t e d  s c a l e . ”
                                                                                                  - K h a l e d  H o s s e i n i- K h a l e d  H o s s e i n i

“ T h e  w o r l d  w i l l  n o t  b e  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  d o  e v i l ,  b u t  b y  t h o s e“ T h e  w o r l d  w i l l  n o t  b e  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  d o  e v i l ,  b u t  b y  t h o s e
w h o  w a t c h  t h e m  w i t h o u t  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g . ”w h o  w a t c h  t h e m  w i t h o u t  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g . ”
                                                                                                                                                                                - A l b e r t  E i n s t e i n- A l b e r t  E i n s t e i n

“ I t  i s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  p e r s o n  b o r n  i n  a  s a f e r  r o o m  t o  o p e n“ I t  i s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  p e r s o n  b o r n  i n  a  s a f e r  r o o m  t o  o p e n
t h e  d o o r  w h e n  s o m e o n e  i n  d a n g e r  k n o c k s . ”t h e  d o o r  w h e n  s o m e o n e  i n  d a n g e r  k n o c k s . ”
                                                                                                                                                                                        - D i n a  N a y e r i- D i n a  N a y e r i
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